TEA AND COFFEE PLANTING
change in this respect. The gardens have now passed very generally into the hands of companies, whose agents reside in Calcutta, and the planters are for the most part salaried employe's of the companies. Their remuneration is on a moderate scale : their responsibilities are heavy, and during some months of the year their duties are very exacting. But their open-air life has its advantages ; each group of gardens has its polo-ground, and their society is cemented by the training which they undergo as volunteers. The tea planters of Assam maintain two regiments of Light Horse, and sent a detachment to the South African war, which served with distinction, It may be said that Assam presents the nearest approach to an English colony that exists in India. But the members of this colony all have before their eyes an eventual return to their home country.
Coffee planting is of much less importance. It is practically confined to the south-west corner of the peninsula, where the sea-winds, falling upon the hills of Coorg and Travancore, do not permit the air to lose its moisture. Coffee, like tea, is grown by hired labourers on plantations that have been laid out by European capital. Its production in India has suffered severely from attacks of the fungoid disease which would have ruined the planting industry of the neighbouring island of Ceylon had not the planters courageously determined to root up their coffee bushes and substitute tea for them. Indian coffee can hardly withstand the competition of coffee from Brazil, Twenty years ago the exports amounted in value to a million sterling annually. They have now fallen to half this value.
In India, as in Africa, there is an outcrop of gold-bearing quartz, situated, relatively to the size of each continent, at about the same distance from its southern extremity. It occurs in the neighbourhood of Kolar, on
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